4Q                                       EDWARD BENE&

with Germany in 1938 and that at the final settlement of the
Czechoslovak frontiers to be reached at the end of the war
they would not be influenced by any changes effected in and
since 1938. Czechoslovakia is now our ally against Germany;
British ships brought Czechoslovakia's fighting men to these
shores after the tragic fall of France; Czechoslovak airmen
are flying in British machines beside their British comrades;
there are Czechoslovak workers in our factories and work-
shops. President Benes's Government is established on British
soil and Czechoslovakia is a trusted and respected ally in the
war against Germany. Most important, perhaps, ordinary
Czechoslovak and British people have had the opportunity of
seeing one another at close quarters, of getting beneath the
crust of formal relationship and knowing one another as
people with much in common. There is a great heritage of
historical and cultural ties between us. Mistakes have been
made but our friendship has survived the severest tests and
to-day is firmer than ever before. In this knowledge we may
look forward with confidence and optimism.